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Abstrak: 
MeningkatkanKemampuanMembacaTeksDeskriptifmelaluiTeknikStudent Team 
Achievement Divisions (STAD). 
Tujuandaripenelitianiniadalahuntukmemecahkanmasalahprestasisiswadan proses 
belajarmengajarmembacateksdeskriptifmelaluiStudent Team Achievement 
Divisions (STAD) teknik. 
Penelitianinidilakukandenganmenggunakanpenelitiantindakankelas.Berdasarkanh
asilpengamatansiklus 1 sampai 3, 
penulismenyimpulkanbahwasikapdansiswasiswakemampuanmembacateksdeskriptif 
yang berlangsungbaiksetelahdiajarkanmelaluiteknik STAD.Tingkat minimum 
melewatiskorpadaketerampilanmembacateksdeskriptifdidasarkanpada KKM 
(KriteriaKetuntasan Minimal) di kelas XI MAS Al-Ishlah Pontianak itu 
60.Memperhatikanpeningkatannilaidansikapsiswa, 
penulismenyimpulkanbahwakemampuanmembacateksdeskriptifsetelahdiajarkanmel
aluiteknikStudent Team Achievement Divisions (STAD) dapatmeningkatkansukses.
Kata kunci: membaca teks deskriptif, teknik STAD
Abstract:Improving the Ability of Reading Descriptive Text through Student 
Team Achievement Divisions (STAD) Technique.The purpose of this research 
was to solve the problem of students’ achievement and teaching learning process of 
reading descriptive text through Student Team Achievement Divisions (STAD) 
technique.This research was conducted using a classroom action research. Based on 
the result of the observation of cycle 1 to 3, the writer concluded that the students’
attitude and the students’ ability of reading descriptive text were in good progress 
after being taught through STAD technique. The minimum level of passing score 
on reading skill of descriptive text was based on KKM (KriteriaKetuntasan 
Minimal) at the eleventh grade of MAS Al-Ishlah Pontianak that was 60. Noticing 
the increasing of students’ score and attitude, the writer concluded thatthe ability of 
reading descriptive text after being taught through the technique of Student Team 
Achievement Divisions (STAD) can improve successfully.
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2eading is one of the activities that involves thinking process and relates to written 
language. Day and Bamford (1998:12) stated “Reading is the construction of 
meaning from a printed or written language”. We can improve our knowledge, 
information and way of thinkingthrough reading. In accordance to that, through reading 
subject the students may develop their language skills. Based on KTSP (Kurikulum 
Tingkat SatuanPendidikan)or unit based curriculum, the standard competence on English 
language consists of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Standard competence 
of reading for eleventh grade is to understand the meaning of written text including short 
functional text and essay such as narrative text, spoof, hortatory exposition, report, 
descriptive text, and analytical explanation, which are related to the context of daily life. 
In consistence with the competence to be acquired, one of the texts that must be provided 
for the students is descriptive text of English language. 
Before the research was conducted, the students’ score of reading descriptive text 
was 40 to 60, with the average of 52.04. The point of the problem was students’ 
achievement on reading English material especially descriptive text, it was very poor, 
with which not all of students get high score and some could not even achieve minimum 
score (KriteriaKetuntasan Minimal (KKM)). The problem above was influenced by some 
other factors. Because of that problem, the researcher conducted this research to know 
how do the students’ achievement of reading descriptive text through Student Team 
Achievement Division (STAD) Technique. The purpose of this research was to solve the 
problem of students’ achievement and teaching learning process of reading descriptive 
text through Student Team Achievement Divisions (STAD) technique.
Kindsvatter et al (1996: 314) stated that STAD had been used in many subject 
areas including mathematics, social studies, science, and language arts, where the focus 
was on teaching specific objectives emphasizing the learning of factual knowledge with 
single and right answers. Maryani (1999) in her research used the STAD technique to 
increase students’ speaking frequency and she had been successful. Meanwhile, 
Fitrianingsih (2009) in her research also used the STAD technique to improve reading 
competence in Junior High School level, and she had been successful.  The teacher 
conducted the steps in STAD technique referring to the concept and procedure of STAD 
as Kindsvatter et al (1996): 
1) The group of student team achievement divisions (STAD) technique is about four or 
five members.
2) Each group consists of high achiever, middle achiever, low achiever, boys, and girls.
3) The Students complete common work assignment in group
4) The Students are tested individually.
The concept of STAD above is used as the guideline to apply the procedure of 
STADtechnique. The procedure of student teams-achievement divisions (STAD) technique 
is listed in about five steps. Kindsvatter et al (1996) explain these five stepsas the 
following:
1) The teacher presents a lesson
2) The students work within their teams to learn the content or master the material.
3) The students work cooperatively to ensure that all team members know the material.
4) The students then individually take quizzes in the traditional way, without helping 
each other.
R
35) Team improvement scores were based on the averages of the team members’ 
individual improvement scores.
The STAD was done in three cycles, from cycle 1 to cycle 3. Each cycle consists of 
four steps that are plan, action, observation, and reflection. In step of action, the teacher
organized studentsinto 4-5 member of heterogeneous small group, presented the lesson, 
explained what the descriptive text is, what the topic/main idea, detail, references, and 
inferences are. Then, the teacher gave a task to the groups; the member of each group 
could tutor each other in order that all of members understand the reading material.After 
that, the teacher gave 10 questions in form of multiple choices to be answered by the 
students as a whole based on the reading text given during the learning process. And then, 
the teacher gave quiz as the evaluation test using the same topic but different reading text 
and the same questions in form of multiple choices. The researcher hoped that the 
students might collaborate, share, help, and involve each other in discussing the text 
through student team achievement divisions (STAD) technique. 
METHOD
The research had been done in MAS (Madrasah AliyahSwasta) Al-Ishlah 
Pontianakon Jalan H. Rais Abdurrahman, Gang Lawu, Sungai Jawi, 
Pontianak.Thisresearch was done in the academic year 2010/2011 on February of semester 
2. The research subject was all of grade 11th in number of 24 students consisted of 16 girls 
and 8 boys.
The procedure of the classroom action research had been applied in the three cycles 
with four steps in every cycle;they were plan, action, observation, and reflection.In the step 
of plan, the teacher made the scenario of learning in term of designing lesson plan, 
preparing a set of worksheet including the exercise and the instrument of evaluation, and 
making an observation sheet to observe the classroom during the learning process. During 
the observation step, the researcher who was accompanied by a collaborator observed how 
the students work in reading as well as their behavior, after that reading achievement was 
assessed through an objective reading test. To evaluate the whole process of each cycle, 
the researcher and the collaborator did the reflection together. 
RESULT
The process of STAD was conducted in four steps in each cycle as the following 
explanation:
1. First cycle
a) Plan:
In this step, the teacher planned the scenario for teaching learning of reading 
descriptive text to solve the problem. The teacher prepared and made lesson plan, a 
set of worksheet paper, observation sheet and field note.
1) The teachermade scenario of learning that is lesson plan.
2) The teacher prepared a set of worksheet including the exercise and the 
instrument of evaluation to do in the first cycle. 
3) The teacher made observation sheet to observe the classroom during learning 
process.
4) The teacher also prepared to make a field note if there would be found 
unpredictable indication during learning in the classroom.
b) Action:
4Doing the action referred to the scenario of learning that is how the lesson plan 
being done. The scenario of learning was applied as the following steps:
1) The teacher organized the students into 4-5 students of heterogeneous small 
group.
2) The teacher presented the lesson. The teacher explained what the descriptive 
text is, what the topic/main idea, details, references, and inferences are.
3) Then, the teacher gave a task to the groups. Each group should do the task. The 
members of each group could tutor each other in order to make all of members 
understand the reading material.
4) The teacher gave 10 questions in form of multiple choices to be answered by 
the students as a whole based on the reading text given during the learning 
process. The students have to answer those questions individually without 
helping each other.
5) After that, the teacher gave quiz as the evaluation test using the same topic but 
different reading text and the same type questions in form of multiple choices.
6) The teacher and the students made a conclusion.
c) Observation:
Observation was done during the process of research ideally in every cycle that has 
been planned. This observation should use the observation sheet and field note that 
had been planned.
d) Reflection:
Reflection was conducted based on the observation result during the learning and 
computing the average of students’ achievement in cycle 1. This reflection was to 
solve the problem of the teaching learning process or students’ achievement of 
reading descriptive text through student team achievement divisions (STAD) 
technique. The analysis result of reflection in this cycle was used to do the next 
cycle. In this first cycle, the teacher had found that eight (8) students did not 
present to the class. There were only 16 students having the evaluation. 3 students 
got high score of 70, 4 students got score of 80, and 9 students got score of 90. 
Although the scores were in high level, but 8 students did not participated in this 
first cycle. Therefore, the teacher decided to do the second cycle in order that there 
would be an equal improvement on students’ achievement. 
The second cycle would be held without any changes of lesson plan, a set of 
worksheet paper, observation sheet and field note. The teacher only selected the 
text within 270 to 450 words. In other word, there would not be meaningful change 
of the scenario.
The four steps of CAR were conducted in three cycles. The second cycle was replaned and 
acted based on the result of the reflection of the first cycle. The third cycle was replaned 
and acted based on the result of the reflection of the second cycle.
The activity result of first cycle, the teacher explained of what the topic/main idea, 
details, references, and inferences related to the theme of descriptive text that is Interesting 
Place in the World.The teacher concerned to observe her students, whether or not they 
quizzed each other, tutored each other, or took necessary action to accomplish the assigned
work related to the reading text given. The teacher ensured her students to work 
cooperatively until all of them understand about what the topic/main idea, details, 
references, and inferences related to the theme of the descriptive text. During this time, the 
5students were not seriously involved to discuss the material with their group. There was 
not any coordination between them. Based on this observation, then the teacher got the 
result that this first cycle did not happen as she hoped. Looking at the score that was very 
high, the teacher felt there was something surprising (see the table). In addition, when the 
test occurred, almost the whole of the participated students tend to whisper to each other, 
in other word, they did cheating during the evaluation test. The classroom condition at that 
time was little noisy and not under control. It might be said that the research of cycle 1 was 
failed. Because of this reason, the teacher continued her research to conductthe cycle 2.
Table of students’ average in reading achievement:
No. CYCLE TOTAL SCORE PARTICIPANTS AVERAGE
1 I 133 16 83,12
2 II 144 21 68,57
3 III 171 22 77,72
In the second cycle, the teacher had still found some obstacles such as unorganized 
class where the chairs and tables were not in the right arrangement; noisy of students in the 
classroom, less orderliness where some students went out of the class without permission, 
for example went to the canteen whereas it was not the break time.During the procedure 
occurred, the teacher explained the topic/main idea, details, references, and inferences 
related to the theme of descriptive text that is Culture. After the explanation from the 
teacher about the four reading specification above, some students become understand 
although not all. After that, the students were asked to work within their group to learn the 
content of the material. During this time, the teacher concerned to observe her students, 
whether or not they quizzed each other, tutored each other, or took necessary action to 
accomplish the assigned work related to the reading text given. The teacher ensured her 
students to work cooperatively until all of them understand about what the topic/main idea, 
details, references, and inferences related to the theme of the descriptive text. During they 
discussed about the content of the material, some students who understood the certain part 
of the reading text, shared their information to other member in their group, although there 
were some students were not serious to do their task. In this second cycle, the students’ 
collaboration had the progress. There was only a student from the whole of participated 
students for group work did not pay attention. Some students showed their responsibility to 
their group with doing the reading task together. Just the day of the second cycle, the 
students who did not come before, then join to the groups in the first cycle. At the time of 
post activity, five students who followed an outside school activity came to the class and 
involved to do the evaluation test. 
There was an increase of the students’ attendance in the third cycle. The students had 
got used to this condition. It was different with the first cycle where some students 
complained of the way of dividing the groups. All of them had become accustomed with 
the group already. Without wasting the time, the students were in hurry to join their group, 
arranged the chairs and tables, and prepared themselves. The teacher noticed this condition 
as a good progress in the classroom. The students’ collaboration in group work was really 
in good progress. Students’ involvement in concentrating to the reading material was also 
very good than before. They were serious to share and discuss with their group members. 
The students’ partnership between members in-group was also mutually close to each 
other. 
6During the procedure of STAD in this third cycle, the teacher explainedthe 
topic/main idea, details, references, and inferences related to the theme of descriptive text 
that is All about People. The students were being serious very much to have attention of 
the lesson than before. The students who were confused to differentiate particular place 
and particular thing before, they become understand of that, and even they were able to 
find the main idea, details, references, and inferences. After that, the students were asked 
to work within their group to learn the content of the material. Absolutely, they worked 
within their group. The teacher concerned to observe her students, whether or not they 
quizzed each other, tutored each other, or took necessary action to accomplish the assigned 
work related to the reading text given. The teacher ensured her students to work 
cooperatively until all of them understand about the topic/main idea, details, references, 
and inferences related to the theme of the descriptive text. During this time, they looked 
very enthusiastic to complete their worksheet. They did the lesson with responsible, 
worked cooperatively in sharing the information, discussing the theme seriously. After the 
students were able to understand the material, they took the quizzes (assessment given by
the teacher in post activity) in the traditional way without helping each other. 
From the five groups, only a group had low contribution that was 30 points that was 
group V. A member of this group had low quiz score about 80, but his base score about 90.
In this case, he got a decrease in evaluation.  One another did not contribute because of not 
attend to the class at the day. Three members of group V contributed maximum score. 
Group I got 40 points for team score but a member of this group did not contribute any 
score because had not presented in the classroom at the day. The member of group II, 
group III, and group IV had contributed maximum points. Group II with 4 members had 
contributed 40 points for their team score. Group III and IV with 5 members had 
contributed 50 points. In conclusion, group II, III, and IV had rewards because all of them 
able to give maximum contribution to their team. The following chart was the quantitative 
data of score of group contribution using bar diagram:
Looking at the bar diagram above, it can be concluded that group III and IV have good 
cooperation in group work, while the group I and II have middle level of cooperation in 
group work, but the only group that is group V shows the lower cooperation level.  
DISCUSSION
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7There was good progress in the research of improving the ability of reading 
descriptive text through STAD technique in the eleventh grade students of MAS Al-Ishlah
Pontianak in academic year 2010/2011. During the teaching learning process occurred, 
there had been changed students’ achievement of reading descriptive text and students’ 
behavior especially good interaction and relationship between students in group work, 
students’ discipline in the classroom, and good responsibility during the learning occurred. 
The changes had not just happened in a time, but it occurred repeatedly for three times 
from cycle 1 to cycle 3. According to Seifert (2007: 223-224):“teaching learning process 
must not happen as a whole in logical order, horizontal steps, or single series. Thus, the 
processes present a kaleidoscope of interaction and result, and interference. Especially the 
interferences, these can rise into the basic social behavior or relate to the education”.
In the first meeting, some students complained about the technique of group workin 
the cycle 1. There were students said “huh”, some others asked the teacher “Bu, kelompok 
yang biasaaja”, and some others had no comment but they were very indiscipline.  In this 
first cycle, a few students were not present to class. Only 16 students from 24 students had 
involved in-group work at the first time of reading descriptive text through STAD 
technique. The teacher had divided the groups permanently based on the criteria referring 
to the STAD concept. Consequently, the teaching learning process, especially the group 
work did not occur as the teacher hope. The teacher could not observe students’ group 
work as a whole, because some groups consisted of two and three members. The process 
of learning did not occur as well as possible. In addition, even there were no enough time 
to do exercise, but the students only had time to read and discuss the material in short time. 
In the day after doing cycle 1, the teacher gave the students quiz that was paper of 
assessment.3 examinees from 16 examinees participated in the assessment of cycle 1 with 
score of 70.  4 examinees passed the assessment in the cycle 1 with score of 80. 9 
examinees in the cycle 1 passed the assessment with score of 90. Looking at the score that 
was very high, the teacher felt there was something surprising. In addition, when the test 
occurred, almost the whole of the participated students tend to whisper to each other. The 
classroom condition at that time was little noisy and not under control. 
The teacher had still found some obstacles just like the problem of classroom at 
cycle 1. When the teacher asked them to make group, they still looked like feel reluctant to 
come to their group but there were not any complain like in cycle 1. There were still any 
noisy in the classroom. Some students still did not concert the group work as well as 
possible. Some of them tend to speak to other group during the group work occur. Some 
students had not been discipline enough, but only the little students that whispering to each 
other during the test occurred. 4 examinees from 21 examinees participated in the 
assessment of cycle 2 with score of 50.  2 examinees passed the assessment in the cycle 2 
with score of 60. 8 examinees in the cycle 2 passed the assessment with score of 70. 7 
examinees in the cycle 2 passed the assessment with score of 80. However, in the cycle 2, 
there were about 19 students presented to the class and involved learning process. It could 
be said as a little progress if we compared this to the students’ attendance on cycle 1. 
One of the best ways to increase active learning is by giving lesson tasks which done 
by small group of students; students’ support, vary opinion, knowledge, and skill will help 
to make learning together as a valuable part of learning environment in classroom 
(Silberman, 2006). At the cycle 3, the teaching learning process had been good enough in 
the progress. When the teacher asked the students to make group, they were in hurry to 
8join their group. There was not any student complained about the formation of group. They 
looked like very responsible to their group work. There was an active learning among the 
students in the classroom. They were able to tutor each other and share the information. 
Although there was a student still like to use the hand phone once in a while during the 
group work in the classroom. It was not a significant disturbing with the result that the 
time of learning could be effective and efficient.8 examinees participated in the assessment 
of the cycle 3 in the cycle 3 with score of 70. 10 examinees passed the assessment with 
score of 80.  4 examinees in the cycle 3 passed the assessment with score of 90. In this 
cycle, the students looked like having good self-confidence in doing the test. This 
indication could be seen during the test occurred they were not whispering to each other 
like in cycle 1. By then, there were a fair competition during the test occurred.
On the result of the assessment for cycle 1, 2, and 3, the teacher concluded that 
students’ score for reading descriptive text using STAD technique has improvement. As 
Kindsvatter et al (1996) stated that STAD is one technique to increase achievement 
through group collaboration that enables students to learn to each other. It can be seen in 
the increasing of students’ score from cycle 1 to cycle 3. The students’ score based on the 
minimal standard of learning completeness or SKBM (StandarKetuntasanBelajar 
Minimal)or KKM (KriteriaKetuntasan minimal) of reading descriptive text that is 60.
CONCLUSION
Teaching reading of English as foreign language needed ability of how to handle the 
classroom, how to choose the proper material, and how to decide the technique or method. 
A teacher of English language especially the beginner needed to have ability of how to 
handle the classroom when the classroom dealt with the heterogenic students, indiscipline 
students, lack of classroom facility, and kind of unpredictable problems. To choose the 
proper material, a teacher needs to have ability in selecting the appropriate reading text. It 
related with how to make the reading text being interested in order that the students could 
have the improvement of their skill on readingat finally, in this case about reading 
descriptive text. Based on the research that had been done, the simpler the reading text, the 
easier for students to have good achievement. To decide the technique or method, a teacher 
needed to have ability in considering of what kind of technique or method that might be 
suitable for teaching reading to the students in the heterogenic classroom. The decided 
technique or method should be able to appear the effectiveness and efficiency in order that 
the learning objectives could be reached. 
There was an improvement of ability of reading descriptive text based on the 
research that had been done. The improvement was about how the students’ achievement 
on reading descriptive text becoming increase. This achievement could be seen from the 
progress of students’ average in cycle 2, and cycle 3. The students’ average of cycle 2 was 
about 68.57, and cycle 3 was about 77.72. The progress of students’ average had been 
influenced by changes of the students’ interest on reading descriptive text, students’ 
discipline in the classroom, good relationship between members of group work, and good 
responsibility during the learning occurred.
Based on the analysis of teacher’s observation and students’ achievement result, it 
could also be said that STAD technique is a simple way for teaching reading of English 
material especially in the heterogenic class. STAD technique is a suitable technique to 
attract students’ interest on reading English material especially descriptive text. In 
9addition, STAD technique was easy to be applied in teaching learning by the teacher as the 
beginner. Based on the teacher’ observation and field note, it turned out that the students 
become accustomed to work cooperating which is different from traditional work group. 
Students can encourage themselves to be more responsible in doing the task of reading, 
especially the responsibility of being cooperating within the group.
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